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In vivid contrast is the production of gold and its use
in the Soviet Union.

Gold is mined all over the Soviet Union. Old flooded
mines are restored and new deposits discovered. In the
remote taiga of the north, in the steppes of Kazakstan, in
the mountain regions of the Pamirs, in the valleys of the
northern Caucasus, and in the foothills of the Urals or the
Altai Mountains, gold is found, and the gold-bearing
regions are as large as the combined areas of several
European countries In output the Soviet Union occupies
second place in world production.

Gold prospecting in the U S.S R. employs new methods
and new equipment. Search-parties, armed with Empire
drills, Krelins drills, Keystone drills, or Sullivan drills,
invade the remotest parts of the Soviet Union all the year
round, and send the samples of ore they find for precise
analysis with sensitive instruments by qualified scientists
at the gold research institutes. Eighty per cent, instead of
5 per cent, of production is now extracted mechanically,
one method being the hydraulic gun, by which earth is
removed by a jet of water under terrific pressure.

When a new field is discovered, roads, railways, and air
routes replace the camels and the reindeer and the primi-
tive track, and link up the field with the central world of
the Union. Electrically driven and steam-driven machineiy,
often of immense size, aid the workers, who are organized
on socialist principles. The experience of the old diggers
aids the younger men, and the conditions in which both
live differ totally from the conditions in the Lena gold-
fields. The old dug-outs and wooden huts are replaced
by decent houses. Well-equipped shops and restaurants
have been opened, schools built and newspapers published.
One hundred and seven thousand pupils attend 576 schools
in the gold-fields of the Soviet Union. The life of the
child of the gold-digger is a primary care.

Better even than the methods of gold extraction is the
Soviet method of employing gold when mined.

It might at first sight seem odd that the Soviet Govern-
ment should seek so eagerly to dig out of the ground the
shiny yellow metal which has been used so long to enslave